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DETAILED ACTION 

The Office hereby acknowledges receipt of the following and placed of record in file: 

• Claims 1-26 are present for examination. 

Claim Objections 
Claims 13-16 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

• Claims 13-15 recite the limitation "The computer readable medium of claim 7" on 
line 1 of all the claims. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in 
the claims. Examiner asserts the Applicant's intentions were to have the claims 
recite dependence upon claim 12. Please make correction to have claims 13-15 
read "The computer readable medium of claim 12" on line 1 . 

• Claim 16 recites the limitation "The computer readable medium of claim 8" on 
line 1. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
Examiner asserts the Applicant's intentions were to have the claim recite 
dependence upon claim 13. Please make correction to have claim 16 read "The 
computer readable medium of claim 13" on line 1. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such thai the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
5 manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Amberg et 

al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,615,406 B 1 ) (hereinafter referred to as Amberg) in view of Bearden et al. 

(U.S. Patent No. 6,718,373) (hereinafter referred to as Bearden). 

10 As to claim 1, Amberg discloses a computer manufacturing system comprising: a system 

under test (SUT) (160), the SUT including a network adapter (180; column 4, lines 37-39) for 
loading the appropriate operating system (column 3, lines 44-56); and a station (140) for 
receiving customer orders (92) for the SUT, the station including a sequencer (204), the 
sequencer obtains a boot selection file (Amberg discloses the sequencing program 204 creating a 

15 boot selection file [step disk 150] from descriptor file 96; column 4, lines 22-37) for the SUT 
from a directory, the SUT parses the boot selection file (subdivides the step disk 150 into a 
number of individual sub-files) to obtain the operating system image to load and boot until the 
SUT is configured (column 7, lines 13-33). 

Amberg fails to disclose the SUT including a boot loader, the SUT retrieving the boot 

20 selection file and the SUT being configured with the appropriate date. 

Bearden teaches a computer manufacturing process for installing software (column 2, 
lines 14-31). Bearden teaches the target computer system (200) comprising a boot loader that is 
launched by a BIOS to download application setup files (therefore retrieving the boot sequence 
file) and software to be installed (column 11, line 66 thru column 12, line 7 and figure 13). 

25 During the configuration process, Bearden teaches the process storing information for all files 
create to include the appropriate date (column 5, lines 35-41). Bearden further teaches the added 
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benefit of decreasing the complexity of application and file installation as well as decreasing the 
size of the install package source files that are stored on the hard disk partitions (column 1, lines 
10-18 and column 1, lines 43-48 and column 8, lines 19-23). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill of the art having the teachings of 

5 Amberg and Bearden at the time the invention was made, to modify the target computer of 

Amberg to include a boot launcher and retrieving a boot sequence file as taught by Bearden such 
that the target computer retrieves the boot selection file from the station to obtain the operating 
system for installation and configuration with the appropriate date. One of ordinary skill in the 
art would be motivated to make this combination of including a boot launcher in the target 

10 computer and that said target computer retrieves a boot selection file in view of the teachings of 
Bearden, as doing so would give the added benefit of decreasing the complexity of application 
and file installation as well as decreasing the size of the install package source files that are 
stored on the hard disk partifions (column 1, lines 10-18 and column 1, lines 43-48 and column 
8, lines 19-23). 

15 As to claim 2, Amberg together with Bearden taught the computer manufacturing system 

according to claim 1 , as described above. Bearden further teaches the computer manufacturing 
system wherein the SUT includes the communication software for communicating with the 
sequencer; captures the address of the network adapter; uses the address to look up the directory 
of the boot selection file; retrieves the boot selection file from the directory; and bootstraps the 

20 operating system based upon the boot selection file (Bearden teaches the computer systems being 
built to include the necessary network circuitry to communicate with the server which therefore 
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necessitates communication software and proper addressing for communicating across the 
network; column 2, lines 25-35). 

As to claim 3, Amberg together with Bearden taught the computer manufacturing system 
according to claim 1, as described above. Bearden further teaches the computer manufacturing 
5 system wherein the SUT comprises a single processing system (column 3, lines 39-55). 

As to claim 4, Amberg together with Bearden taught the computer manufacturing system 
according to claim 1, as described above. Bearden further teaches the computer manufacturing 
system wherein the SUT comprises a server dense architecture (Bearden teaches the computer 
systems can be of any type and therefore can be server dense systems; column 2, lines 48-59). 
10 As to claim 5, Amberg together with Bearden taught the computer manufacturing system 

according to claim 1, as described above. Bearden further teaches the computer manufacturing 
system wherein the boot loader comprises preboot code within the SUT (Bearden teaches the 
boot loader comprising bootstrap instructions BI; column 11, line 66 thru column 12, line 33). 

As to claim 6, Amberg together with Bearden taught the computer manufacturing system 
1 5 according to claims 1 and 2, as described above. Amberg further teaches the computer 

manufacturing system wherein the communication software comprises an internet protocol (IP) 
stack (Amberg teaches the network connection being any type of connection known in the art 
and therefore is able to be an IP connection which utilizes an IP stack; column 5, lines 8-12). 

As to claim 7, Amberg discloses a method for allowing a system under test (SUT) (160) 
20 to boot a plurality of operating systems without a need for local media; the method comprising 
the steps of: (a) providing a network adapter in the SUT (180; column 4, lines 37-39); (b) 
obtaining a boot selection station file (obtaining a descriptor file 96 wherein a sequencing 
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program 204 creates a boot selection file [step disk 150]) by a sequencer (204) within a station 
(202) for the SU T, the boot selection file being stored on a floppy disk (Amberg discloses the 
sequencing program 204 creating a boot selection file [step disk 150] fi-om descriptor file 96; 
column 4, lines 22-37); and (c) parsing the boot selection file (subdivides the step disk 150 into a 
5 number of individual sub-files) to obtain the operating system image to load and boot until the 
SUT is configured (column* 7, lines 13-33). 

Amberg fails to disclose the boot selection file being stored in a server, retrieving the best 
selection file via the network adapter and the SUT being configured with the appropriate date. 
Bearden teaches a computer manufacturing process for installing software (column 2, 

10 lines 14-31). Bearden teaches the target computer system (200) comprising a boot loader that is 
launched by a BIOS to download application setup files (therefore retrieving the boot sequence 
file) stored on a server (1 10) and software to be installed (column 1 1 , line 66 thru column 1 2, 
line 7 and figure 13). During the configuration process, Bearden teaches the process storing 
information for all files create to include the appropriate date (column 5, lines 35-41). Bearden 

1 5 further teaches the added benefit of decreasing the complexity of application and file installation 
as well as decreasing the size of the install package source files that are stored on the hard disk 
partitions (column 1, lines 10-18 and column 1, lines 43-48 and column 8, lines 19-23). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill of the art having the teachings of 
Amberg and Bearden at the time the invention was made, to modify the target computer of 

20 Amberg to include a boot launcher and retrieving a boot sequence file as taught by Bearden such 
that the target computer retrieves the boot selection file from the station to obtain the operating 
system for installation and configuration with the appropriate date. One of ordinary skill in the 
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art would be motivated to make this combination of including a boot launcher in the target 
computer and that said target computer retrieves a boot selection file in view of the teachings of 
Bearden, as doing so would give the added benefit of decreasing the complexity of application 
and file installation as well as decreasing the size of the install package source files that are 
5 stored on the hard disk partitions (column 1, lines 10-18 and column 1, lines 43-48 and column 
8, lines 19-23). 

As to claim 8, Amberg together with Bearden taught the computer manufacturing system 
according to claim 7, as described above. Bearden further teaches the method wherein the SUT 
includes the communication software; captures the address of the network adapter; uses the 

10 address to look up the directory of the boot selection file; retrieves the boot selection file from 
the directory; and bootstraps the operating system based upon the boot selection file (Bearden 
teaches the computer systems being built to include the necessary network circuitry to 
communicate with the server which therefore necessitates communication software and proper 
addressing for communicating across the network; column 2, lines 25-35), 

15 As to claim 9, Amberg together with Bearden taught the computer manufacturing system 

according to claim 7, as described above. Bearden further teaches the method wherein the SUT 
comprises a single processing system (column 3, lines 39-55). 

As to claim 10, Amberg together with Bearden taught the computer manufacturing 
system according to claim 7, as described above. Bearden further teaches the method wherein the 

20 SUT comprises a server dense architecture (Bearden teaches the computer systems can be of any 
type and therefore can be server dense systems; column 2, lines 48-59). 
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As to claim 1 1 , Amberg together with Bearden taught the computer manufacturing 
system according to claims 7 and 8, as described above. Amberg further teaches the method 
wherein the communication software comprises an internet protocol (IP) stack (Amberg teaches 
the network connection being any type of connection known in the art and therefore is able to be 

5 an IP connection which utilizes an IP stack; column 5, lines 8-12). 

As to claim 12, Amberg discloses a computer readable medium containing program 
instructions for allowing a system under test (SUT) (160) to boot a plurality of operating systems 
without a need for local media; the program instructions for: (a) providing a network adapter in 
the SUT (180; column 4, lines 37-39); (b) obtaining a boot selection station file (obtaining a 

10 descriptor file 96 wherein a sequencing program 204 creates a boot selection file [step disk 150]) 
by a sequencer (204) within a station (202) for the SUT, the boot selection file being stored on a 
floppy disk (Amberg discloses the sequencing program 204 creating a boot selection file [step 
disk 150] from descriptor file 96; column 4, lines 22-37); and (c) parsing the boot selection file 
(subdivides the step disk 150 into a number of individual sub-files) to obtain the operating 

15 system image to load and boot until the SUT is configured (column 7, lines 13-33). 

Amberg fails to disclose the boot selection file being stored in a server, retrieving the best 
selection file via the network adapter and the SUT being configured with the appropriate date. 

Bearden teaches a computer manufacturing process for installing software (column 2, 
lines 14-31), Bearden teaches the target computer system (200) comprising a boot loader that is 

20 launched by a BIOS to download application setup files (therefore retrieving the boot sequence 
file) stored on a server (110) and software to be installed (column 11, line 66 thru column 12, 
line 7 and figure 13). During the configuration process, Bearden teaches the process storing 
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information for all files create to include the appropriate date (column 5, lines 35-41). Bearden 
further teaches the added benefit of decreasing the complexity of application and file installation 
as well as decreasing the size of the install package source files that are stored on the hard disk 
partitions (column 1, lines 10-18 and column 1, lines 43-48 and column 8, lines 19-23). 
5 It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill of the art having the teachings of 

Amberg and Bearden at the time the invention was made, to modify the target computer of 
Amberg to include a boot launcher and retrieving a boot sequence file as taught by Bearden such 
that the target computer retrieves the boot selection file from the station to obtain the operating 
system for installation and configuration with the appropriate date. One of ordinary skill in the 

10 art would be motivated to make this combination of including a boot launcher in the target 

computer and that said target computer retrieves a boot selection file in view of the teachings of 
Bearden, as doing so would give the added benefit of decreasing the complexity of application 
and file installation as well as decreasing the size of the install package source files that are 
stored on the hard disk partitions (column 1, lines 10-18 and column 1, lines 43-48 and column 

15 8, lines 19-23). 

As to claim 13, Amberg together with Bearden taught the computer manufacturing 
system according to claim 12, as described above. Bearden further teaches the computer readable 
medium wherein the SUT includes the communication software; captures the address of the 
network adapter; uses the address to look up the directory of the boot selection file; retrieves the 

20 boot selection file from the directory; and bootstraps the operating system based upon the boot 
selection file (Bearden teaches the computer systems being built to include the necessary 
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network circuitry to communicate with the server which therefore necessitates communication 
software and proper addressing for communicating across the network; column 2, lines 25-35). 

As to claim 14, Amberg together with Bearden taught the computer manufacturing 
system according to claim 12, as described above. Bearden further teaches the computer readable 
5 medium wherein the SUT comprises a single processing system (column 3, lines 39-55). 

As to claim 15, Amberg together with Bearden taught the computer manufacturing 
system according to claim 12, as described above. Bearden further teaches the computer readable 
medium wherein the SUT comprises a server dense architecture (Bearden teaches the computer 
systems can be of any type and therefore can be server dense systems; column 2, lines 48-59). 
10 As to claim 16, Amberg together with Bearden taught the computer manufacturing 

system according to claims 12 and 13, as described above. Amberg further teaches the computer 
readable medium wherein the communication software comprises an internet protocol (IP) stack 
(Amberg teaches the network connection being any type of connection known in the art and 
therefore is able to be an IP connection which utilizes an IP stack; column 5, lines 8-12). 

15 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James Sugent whose telephone number is (571) 272-5726. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8AM - 4PM. 
20 If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Lynne Browne can be reached on (571) 272-3670. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
5 system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or (571) 272-1000. 

James Sugent 
1 0 Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2 1 1 6 
June 7, 2006 
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